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FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — MICHAEL GANNON AND IAN JENKINS — 
MINISTER FOR HEALTH’S COMMENTS 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [10.41 am] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as to allow the following motion to be moved 
forthwith — 

That this house calls on the Minister for Health to resign for deliberately misleading the house 
and discrediting the character of one of his senior doctors over evidence given by the 
Australian Medical Association representative at the Education and Health 
Standing Committee yesterday. 

This is a serious matter. New information has come to light since yesterday’s parliamentary events in question 
time, and that new information directly contradicts the answers given by the Minister for Health in this place 
yesterday in question time. In light of that, this is the first real opportunity that the opposition has had to raise 
these issues. These are important issues indeed, because they involve the Minister for Health misleading this 
house in relation to these issues and verballing a senior doctor in the health system of Western Australia. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: If you sit down, we will agree to 20 minutes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Did I hear the Leader of the House say 20 minutes for each side? 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Yes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Then I will sit down. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [10.43 am]: The government will agree to the motion 
being moved subject to the debate occurring according to the normal MPI-type arrangements, with 20 minutes to 
be allocated for each side. I therefore move — 

To insert after “forthwith” the following — 

, subject to the debate being limited to 20 minutes for government members and 20 minutes for 
non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support 
of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [10. 44 am]: I move — 

That this house calls on the Minister for Health to resign for deliberately misleading the house and 
discrediting the character of one of his senior doctors over evidence given by the Australian Medical 
Association representative at the Education and Health Standing Committee yesterday. 

This is a serious matter. We are calling on the Minister for Health, once again, to resign. However, once again, 
this is justified because of what happened yesterday in relation to the evidence provided to the Education and 
Health Standing Committee, and this minister’s response, by which he misled this house—deliberately, in my 
view—about the evidence provided by a senior doctor at Fiona Stanley Hospital and Fremantle Hospital on an 
important matter: the operations of Fiona Stanley Hospital, and life-and-death issues for people who go to that 
hospital. Can anything be more serious than the health minister misleading the Parliament about life-and-death 
issues raised by a senior doctor before a parliamentary committee? 

I want to take the house, clinically, if you like, through a few comments. This will take a minute or so, and 
members will then understand exactly what has been said. Yesterday in this Parliament, in question time, the 
Minister for Health said these exact words in relation to Michael Gannon, the president of the 
Australian Medical Association Western Australian branch and a respected doctor in this state. The minister said 
these words — 

Michael Gannon has apologised to me for the comments that Dr Jenkins had made, … 
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This morning, Michael Gannon, in responding to those comments by this minister, said this on radio — 
I’d like to correct the record and make it clear that, although I did ring Dr Hames yesterday, there’s no 
doubt about that, there was no apology. 

I emphasise — 
… there was no apology. 

The second thing that the minister said yesterday was in relation to Dr Ian Jenkins, who provided that evidence 
to the committee inquiry yesterday about the operations of Fiona Stanley Hospital, which I will go into soon. 
Yesterday in question time, the minister said this, and I quote 

He has expressed his personal point of view, … 
I repeat — 

He has expressed his personal point of view, … 
When asked about that this morning, Dr Michael Gannon said this about Dr Jenkins, and I quote — 

He was there representing the AMA. I’m in Canberra. I couldn’t think of anyone more appropriate—an 
ex-Vice President of the AMA, the Chairman of our Public Hospitals Doctors Committee and someone 
who works in the hospital. What better person to give evidence before the inquiry? 

He said also — 
I don’t think we should go shooting the messenger. Dr Jenkins is a highly reputable clinician. I stand 
behind everything he said. 

To finish, he said this — 
The AMA is speaking with one voice. 

In other words, the minister said in the debate yesterday that Dr Jenkins was out on his own and had, and I quote, 
“gone rogue”, whereas Dr Gannon said this — 

The AMA is speaking with one voice. 
Dr Gannon also said all those other laudatory things about Dr Jenkins. The minister then said, in relation to 
Dr Jenkins — 

Dr Jenkins is not one of the senior doctors at the hospital—far from it! 
I repeat: Dr Gannon said — 

I couldn’t think of anyone more appropriate—an ex-Vice President of the AMA, the Chairman of our 
Public Hospitals Doctors Committee and someone who works in the hospital. 

When we have a look at — 
Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I think the minister needs to think carefully about what he is saying. 
When we look at Dr Jenkins’ actual position, it is this—an intensive care specialist at Fiona Stanley Hospital and 
director of the intensive care unit at Fremantle Hospital. So, everything the minister said yesterday in this place 
was designed to denigrate the reputation of Dr Jenkins, mislead in relation to his qualifications, and not tell the 
truth in relation to an alleged apology that the minister received from the president of the AMA, and therefore 
denigrate all the evidence and all the information coming out about Fiona Stanley Hospital, all for the purpose of 
protecting and defending himself. That is pretty poor conduct and behaviour. When asked on radio this morning 
about the truthfulness of the minister in relation to the alleged apology, the Premier himself said, “Who cares? 
It’s small beer.” This is about the Deputy Premier of Western Australia misleading Parliament about an issue of 
life and death at a new public hospital. It is outrageous conduct and behaviour. It came out yesterday, but I want 
to reiterate some of the evidence provided by Dr Jenkins, who was speaking with the authority of the doctors’ 
organisation of Western Australia. I will just take a minute to go through his evidence. In his submission to the 
committee he said that of the senior doctors at Fiona Stanley Hospital — 

67% feel that new systems at Fiona Stanley Hospital have led to patient care and safety being 
compromised. 

Point one—67 per cent! He said that only eight per cent of doctors who provide services at Fiona Stanley 
Hospital feel that the sterilisation services are safe. Eight per cent believe they are safe! He also said — 

65% feel that services provided by Serco … are not adequate. 
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He went on to talk about the information technology system and its failures. He also went on to talk about some 
of the failures in relation to staff mistaking ECGs for EPIRBs. He said that doctors did not know their key 
performance indicators, there were problems with communication, equipment was not cleaned, inexperienced 
people were hired, and the portering services were flawed because porters employed by Serco were unable to 
touch patients. That is pretty damning. That is not a teething issue. These are significant issues of management. 
The crux of it is in the last paragraph of the submission that was provided to the committee yesterday, which 
I will quote to the house. It states — 

The out-sourcing of so-called non-clinical services to an untried (in the Australian setting) and, (as it 
now transpires) deeply flawed multi-national service company has added to the burden to our members 
and others. That there is absolutely no transparency in the contractual relationship between the State 
and Serco is further cause for concern. 

In other words, what he said in the concluding summary of his concerns is that the problem is the contract. Who 
is responsible for the contract? Who is the one who signed up the state to a flawed contract? It was the 
Minister for Health, in conjunction with the Premier. The flaw is this arrangement by which there is a contractor, 
untried in an Australian setting as the doctor said, running the nonclinical services at this hospital in conjunction 
with other public services. It is a flawed model. It is costing taxpayers a fortune. It is putting patients in danger. 
What the minister did yesterday was to shoot the messenger, who is a highly respected person. Seriously, he is 
the director of intensive care at Fremantle Hospital and a senior doctor at Fiona Stanley Hospital. This is 
a senior, respected clinician in Western Australia. Dr Michael Gannon himself said he could think of no better 
person to provide evidence. What did the minister do? He accused Dr Jenkins of going rogue. The minister 
misled about an apology being given, deliberately in my view.  

All those things are unforgivable, because they come on top of everything else that has happened in relation to 
these issues. It is unforgivable. The minister has said that he is going to resign from Parliament at the end of this 
term. The Premier has said that the member is going to resign as minister in the lead-up to the next election. Why 
not just do everyone a favour and resign now? Why does he not do himself and everyone else a favour and resign 
now? It is clear from the minister’s actions that he treats it as a joke. He thinks it is just a big game. It is not a 
joke. He is the health minister of Western Australia and he is clearly past it. He is looking forward to the future 
when he is out of this place and going fishing and playing golf. That is what he is looking forward to. Why does 
he not just do the honourable thing and resign now? 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.54 am]: Fiona Stanley Hospital is 
a hospital that has been built on the lies and deceit of the Barnett government. 

Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 

Mr R.H. COOK: From day one, the Barnett government sought to mislead the people of Western Australia and 
to distort the patterns of construction, of commissioning, of industrial relations — 

Mr D.T. Redman: We rebuilt the health system. 

Mr R.H. COOK: What this government has rebuilt is the worst information and communications technology 
system in western health. We all remember —  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! We have had 10 minutes of debate with not one interjection on the 
Leader of the Opposition. I want to hear the member for Kwinana. I do not want any of this constant heckling. 
Then the government will be heard. 

Mr R.H. COOK: The minister said that workforce planning and reconfiguration of south metropolitan health 
services was all on track and going nicely: that was wrong. The minister assured the people of Western Australia 
prior to the 2013 election that the commissioning of Fiona Stanley Hospital was on time and on budget: that was 
wrong. The minister assured hospital workers at Fremantle Hospital that they would simply be transferred to 
Fiona Stanley Hospital and that the jobs and services they provided to patients in the south metropolitan area were 
safe: that was wrong. The minister said that the Serco contract would save us $300 million over the life of the 
contract. We now know that that is definitely wrong. The minister said that it would be a paperless hospital and that 
it would have the world’s best ICT system. We now know, through the evidence provided to the committee, that 
that was definitely wrong. Yesterday’s act of deceit and misleading was the whopper, because yesterday it was to 
save the minister’s own political bacon. Yesterday, in an effort to defend his tarnished reputation, his flawed 
management of the Fiona Stanley Hospital project and his own government’s ridiculous mismanagement of that 
hospital through the privatisation contract, the minister got up and sought to malign the Australian Medical 
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Association and, worst of all, a senior doctor in order to protect his backside. He did not just malign that doctor. He 
did not just call him rogue. The minister actually misled this Parliament by saying that the president of the AMA 
had rung up to apologise and to disassociate himself from the comments of Dr Ian Jenkins. We now know from the 
horse’s mouth that Dr Michael Gannon 100 per cent defends what Dr Ian Jenkins had to say yesterday. 
Dr Ian Jenkins was making a heartfelt plea to the parliamentary committee because he is concerned about what is 
going on at this hospital. This was not about Dr Jenkins wanting to take a bit of political skin off the minister; this 
was about Dr Jenkins wanting to defend the services for Western Australian patients.  

For a Minister for Health to attack the men and women working on the front line at Fiona Stanley Hospital to 
save his own political bacon is absolutely reprehensible, but worst of all, the Minister for Health misled this 
place. The Minister for Health deliberately sought to mislead Parliament by, first of all, misrepresenting the 
discussion he had with Dr Michael Gannon. That was just to defuse the issue. He thought, “If I can just get 
through the next 24 hours perhaps the TVs will back off. Perhaps we can just inoculate ourselves over the next 
24 hours and then we can manage the 24 hours later. So all I have to do is just try to call off the dogs. Michael’s 
in Canberra. I know what I can do; I can just say, ‘No, there’s nothing here—no story here.’” But there is a story. 
The story is that the Australian Medical Association, the Australian Nursing Federation and United Voice—all 
the men and women working on our front line—are up in arms because they are concerned about their hospital 
system. The only thing the Minister for Health is concerned about is saving his bacon. He is not concerned about 
the health portfolio, because we know he is focused on the tourism portfolio, and that is another concern of a lot 
of health stakeholders that we do not have a dedicated health minister. But what we had yesterday was one of the 
lowest acts—a Minister for Health who is prepared to mislead Parliament about the nature of a conversation he 
had with one of the health unions, attack an esteemed doctor working on the front line, represent what that doctor 
said as untrue and also attack the character of that doctor by calling him “rogue”. What we had yesterday, 
Mr Speaker, was the biggest deception yet from the Barnett government, not because of the size of the lie, but 
because of the motive of the lie. The motive of the lie was simple: it was to save the political skin of the minister 
himself. The minister knows that he has mismanaged this process. The minister knows that his decisions have 
brought about systemic problems at the hospital and the minister knows that doctors and nurses are struggling to 
perform heroic efforts to maintain services at that hospital because of the decisions he made. But to mislead this 
Parliament yesterday and to attack a doctor and misrepresent a conversation he had with the president of the 
AMA is absolutely unforgivable and the minister must resign. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [11.01 am]: I will work my way briefly to the crux of 
the issue, whereby members opposite have said that I have misled this house, by just going through Hansard first 
and then I will get to the area to which the key of the argument relates. The key of the argument relates to my 
comments regarding what the president of the AMA said to me and what is now being said that he said to me. 

First, I turn to the Leader of the Opposition. These are minor points; I put that up-front first. They are only minor 
issues, but I will get them off the books right from the start. One issue is that I misrepresented to this house the 
actual position of Dr Ian Jenkins. If I can just again go through the minutes, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
said in his question — 

I refer the minister to damning evidence given today — 
Point of Order 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The minister is quoting from an uncorrected proof. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, you cannot quote directly from it, but you can refer to it to refresh your memory. 

Debate Resumed 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I refer to the copy of Hansard that I am not allowed to read that sits before me and states 
words to the effect — 

… damning evidence given today by the head of the intensive care unit at Fiona Stanley Hospital … 
I simply pointed out that I incorrectly represented my notes, so I did it again to correct it to say that he was not 
the head of the intensive care unit, so the Deputy Leader of the Opposition got that wrong. Either the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition did not do his homework or the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was trying to 
misrepresent his position to the house. The point is that he is not the head of intensive care at Fiona Stanley. 
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana! 
Dr K.D. HAMES: He works 0.4 at Fiona Stanley and he works 0.4 as the head of intensive care at Fremantle 
Hospital. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! I want to hear the minister speak. This is a very important debate. 
Minister. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

As I say, I am just correcting the record on some very minor points. Both members got up and said that I called 
Dr Jenkins a rogue. That is patently incorrect. All they have to do is read Hansard. It is right in front of them; 
I can see them reading it! I will read it out for them so that they know, although I am not allowed to read it. 

The SPEAKER: No, you can only refresh your memory. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I will refer to words that I might have in my head that a copy of Perth Nine news recording 
says that Dr Jenkins’ representative seems to have gone rogue. I did not say that he has gone rogue. 

Mr M. McGowan: Where did they get that from? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I have no idea! I read it. In fact, the members saw me read it, because a copy was brought 
into this chamber and put on my desk. I stood up and read from it. That is what it said. 

Mr M. McGowan: It wasn’t your staffer? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No. Go back and look at Nine news and see whether it was there. 

Mr M. McGowan: Was it your press secretary? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No, absolutely not—absolutely not. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: You are trying to mislead the house by telling — 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: You are trying to mislead this house by saying words that are patently, provably untrue. 

On a couple of occasions during my presentation, and again to the media downstairs afterwards, I said that I took 
the evidence given by Dr Jenkins very seriously and that I would not treat it as just someone who is not across it, 
because he does work there. I take it very seriously and so I am going to have a meeting with Dr Jenkins and the 
AMA to go through the specific allegations that he made about operations at the hospital and see what evidence 
there is and whether that is supported by other senior doctors at the hospital, who I will have present at that 
meeting. In fact, Dr Robyn Lawrence is the manager of the hospital. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: They can go through those issues in detail. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: That is what I intend to do. Once the Hansard — 

Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mirrabooka! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: This is a very serious issue. I am being accused of very serious stuff. The member could at 
least have the courtesy to not interrupt and let me have my say. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: And the member for Mandurah especially. 

Far from denigrating Dr Jenkins in those comments, I have said repeatedly that I take his comments very 
seriously. 

Then we come to the crux of the matter, which is what Dr Gannon said and what I said. I had a conversation with 
Dr Gannon this morning. Sadly, it was truncated because I was supposed to be in my chair in the chamber, but 
I was still on the phone to Dr Gannon and we did not have the opportunity to finish. Firstly, I had texts from 
Dr Gannon about some comments that had been made in the committee. I knew nothing about them, so I said, 
“What are you talking about?” He then rang me to discuss those. It is unfortunate that, in having to defend myself 
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here, I have to give more details of a private conversation, but I need to do that in order to defend my credibility and 
my honour. I had no idea at that stage what Dr Jenkins had said, but I gathered from the conversation that he made 
adverse comments regarding Fiona Stanley and, I have gathered since then, adverse comments about me and my 
holidays. As part of that conversation and saying what he had said, Dr Gannon made comments along the lines of 
we were trying to get hold of him to get him to follow the AMA line. From that I gathered that he was not 
following the AMA line. The person who was with him had sadly left her phone in the car, so they could not get her 
to tell him that he needed to follow the AMA line and that he need not talk to the media afterwards to make 
comments, because clearly he was not following the AMA line. The conversation ended — 

Mr M. McGowan: About what aspect? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I will get to that. Clearly, Dr Gannon expressed concern and disappointment with the 
comments made by Dr Jenkins about my holidays. I remain extremely bothered by him saying that. Although 
I am a bit tough, my wife is a bit more upset than I am because, as I have said to this house before I think, the 
holiday had been planned for six months. It was my wife’s sixtieth birthday, and she had just had good news 
about her cancer treatment. She is extremely upset that a senior professional doctor who was representing the 
AMA, which does not share his view about me taking leave, should make comments such as that in a public 
forum. I personally believe that it was extremely unprofessional of him to do so because it has nothing to do with 
the issues that were raised. Nevertheless, I will get back to the issues that he did raise. Clearly, they were his 
points of view, but again, without referring to Hansard, I would like to mention that he made comments along 
the lines that not only did I take them seriously but it was appropriate. There was no harm in giving his personal 
point of view about that issue. 

The conclusion of the conversation with Dr Gannon went something like this. I put those words to him again this 
morning, “Tell me this is not what you said.” His comments were that it was fine for me to say that I had talked 
to Dr Gannon on the phone. It was fine for me to say that while the Australian Medical Association had had 
issues with the operation of Fiona Stanley Hospital — 
[Interruption.] 
The SPEAKER: Order, member for Girrawheen! I call you to order for the first time. Let us get over that. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Thank you for that, member, because it has allowed me to get my focus back. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, we are getting over it now. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! Member for Girrawheen, we have passed that now. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The comment about going rogue was a tweet by one of the members, not looking at anyone 
in particular, and it states, “Dr Ian Jenkins, AMA’s rep at the FSH hearing, seems to have gone rogue.” 

A member interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Well, look in the gallery. 

The final conclusion and what we agreed is that we had had a conversation that the AMA, while it had had 
significant concerns about the operation of Fiona Stanley in those early phases, was satisfied with the direction 
that it was going. That is totally contrary to what Dr Jenkins had been saying, so maybe I am wrong in taking 
that as an apology, but it certainly seemed like an apology to me. Dr Gannon was saying that that was not the 
view of the AMA, what had been presented by Dr Jenkins, and that it had been trying to get hold of him and 
slow him down to get him to do the AMA line. That certainly seems to me exactly what we would expect from 
an apology. It certainly does. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Clearly, I put Dr Gannon in a difficult position because he has his person there to back up 
and support him. I listened to his interview this morning and one of the questions that was asked by the ABC 
was: Was the government just an easy target over Fiona Stanley? Was this part of the campaign by 
United Voice, particularly the nurses, against Serco? Is this part of the targeting of Fiona Stanley and denigrating 
the work of a great hospital by the opposition just to support its antagonism and opposition to the appointment of 
Serco? In this chamber we have the shadow minister and the member for Bassendean, straight off the head of 
United Voice, despite the fact that one of their members was the one who first appointed Serco to a contract in 
this state, and I just wonder whether this is not just a union versus union thing. I do not know what union — 
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Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. Put your name down to speak; 
there are a few minutes left. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I do not know what union Mr John D’Orazio was a member of. He appointed someone, and 
now United Voice has the power within the Labor Party and its two people who act in supporting them want to 
show the other mob, “You made the wrong choice. You might have appointed Serco, but you stuffed it up. We 
are going to attack Serco, no matter what, until the end of time.” This attack on Serco is unrelenting and takes 
away from the good reputation that Fiona Stanley has. I was very pleased to hear Geoff Hutchison’s comments 
on the ABC to the AMA president that since putting it out there for people to make calls about the hospital, he 
had had many, many calls from patients who had been to Fiona Stanley Hospital saying what wonderful 
treatment they had had. That tells the story about this unrelenting attack from the opposition. This is union-
based, Serco-focused — 
Mr P. Papalia: What about the AMA? 
Dr K.D. HAMES: The AMA dissociated itself from that campaign. 
Ms R. Saffioti: No, it did not. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Listen to the tape. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, members! The wall of noise is starting. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: He said he did not know about United Voice and the nurses’ union but that was not what the 
AMA was doing. He did say that they had concerns. We will meet with the AMA and Dr Jenkins and go through 
his legitimate concerns and see what basis there is — 
Mr R.H. Cook: Which concerns do you think are legitimate? 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I do not know that, which is why I am having a meeting with him and with the head of 
people from the hospital. The reports that I get back from the hospital tell a different story. Any suggestion that 
I have not been involved in this from day one is wrong. We have been working extremely hard with senior 
management teams to make sure we sort out these issues. That is why we called in an independent team to look 
at the hospital and why we are working through all of the issues. Dr Jenkins will have a chance to talk to other 
senior doctors—of which he is a 0.4 full-time equivalent—working at the hospital. Others work there full-time 
and run the show, and will be able to discuss those things. When we find things that legitimately need to be 
changed that have not been addressed or are not in the process of being addressed, we will address them. 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [11.17 am]: I really do not understand why it is that the 
Labor Party in this state relentlessly criticises Fiona Stanley Hospital and the men and women who work there—
I really cannot understand it. Talk about mass disloyalty to those clinical and support staff. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: They laugh at them now, but it is mass disloyalty and a lack of pride in probably the finest 
hospital in Australia. Yes, there have been problems in commissioning it, particularly with information and 
communications technology—no-one doubts that. Every hospital in Australia has gone through the same thing. 
Why are members opposite not proud of Fiona Stanley Hospital? Why are they ashamed of it and why do they 
continuously undermine its hardworking men and women, both clinical and support staff and Serco staff? When 
I go out there and talk to the Serco staff, and many of those men and women — 
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I call you for the first time. You were heard in silence. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Many of those people who work for Serco — 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: For many of them it is the best job they have ever had. They have full-time employment and 
they enjoy working in the hospital. They did not have ICT training but they have gone through that, and that has not 
been easy for them, so why not be proud of them? Members opposite should talk to them and ask them how they 
find Fiona Stanley Hospital? They are there working in their purple uniforms and proud to do their job. I am proud 
of them and everyone on this side of this house is proud of them, except for the Labor Party that continually 
demeans them; that is what it does, and the patients and their families and the staff see it for what it is. When I have 
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walked around the hospital, I have had both clinical and non-clinical staff say to me that the way in which the 
opposition is treating them is demoralising for the hospital and its staff. I have heard that several times. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: In this debate, which I really think is a lot about nothing but, nevertheless, I will comment 
on it — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yesterday in question time—maybe it was a genuine mistake—the Labor Party implied 
that Dr Ian Jenkins was the head of ICU at Fiona Stanley Hospital. He is not; the Labor Party got it wrong. 
Maybe it was an innocent mistake. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: There are a few minutes left for the opposition. Correct all the errors that you perceive but not 
now. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Members opposite have also been claiming today that the Minister for Health referred to 
Dr Ian Jenkins as a rogue. He did not. A commercial news outlet used that term in a news bulletin but the 
minister did not. I do not know Dr Jenkins at all. As a professional person and as a representative of the AMA, 
he is entitled to make comments about health care, hospitals and what he sees wrong at Fiona Stanley Hospital. 
But—I believe he is an employee of the state government—he is not entitled to come out and criticise a minister 
for taking leave. He was not to know that associated with that leave were some personal issues in the 
Hames family. He was not entitled to come out and criticise the minister for taking leave nor was he entitled to 
suggest that the Minister for Health should have only one portfolio. He may have that view but as an employee 
of government, he is not entitled to make those comments. That is entirely inappropriate. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I said, I do not know Dr Jenkins. He is a government employee. There are standards of 
public employment and they do not include criticising ministers for going on leave for personal reasons. He can 
have that view himself and he can chat to his colleagues about it but as a government employee, he is not entitled 
to go out into the public and make some comments to the media. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [11.22 am]: Again, what an incredible performance by this government. The 
contempt and arrogance it shows to the Western Australian community yet again — 

Mr M.J. Cowper interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Murray–Wellington, I call you to order for the first time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do not want to talk about the Minister for Health’s leave because that is a red herring that 
the government is trying to bring into this debate. I want to talk about the criticism and the analysis of the Serco 
contract that the government entered into. It does not take the issues seriously. 

Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the first time. There is very limited time left. 

Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the second time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: This government does not take seriously the fact that it made a massive mistake entering into 
a contract with Serco that is causing significant problems in service delivery and costing the state millions. That 
is the key problem. The Minister for Health’s refusal to sit down and understand the mess he has created shows 
that he should resign. 

I want to read from the Australian Medical Association’s submission, not someone’s personal point of view, 
which was presented to the Education and Health Standing Committee yesterday. It states — 

The out-sourcing of so-called non-clinical services to an untried ... and ... deeply flawed multi-national 
service company has added to the burden to our members and others. 
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Point of Order 
Mr J. NORBERGER: I would like to query whether that is an uncorrected proof the member is reading from. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The SPEAKER: The member has the call. We are trying to have points of order heard in silence, not with 
members shrieking out. Carry on, member for West Swan. 

Debate Resumed 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I am quoting from a submission to the committee. It continues — 

There is absolutely no transparency in the contractual relationship between the State and Serco is 
further cause for concern. 

The minister has put services at risk. He has put millions of dollars, patient services and patient health and safety 
at risk and he does not care. That is the key point. Again and again he misled this house today. Yesterday he said 
that Dr Jenkins is not one of the senior doctors at the hospital. That is far from the case. Today it was reaffirmed 
that he is a senior specialist at Fiona Stanley Hospital. Dr Gannon said there was no-one better to give evidence 
at that committee. 

I turn to another key point. Yesterday the minister said that Dr Jenkins expressed his personal point of view. 
Today Dr Gannon said, “I stand behind everything he said.” He was referring to the AMA evidence. 
Michael Gannon has apologised for the comments that Dr Jenkins made. There was no apology for what 
Dr Gannon said. The minister failed to address the key points. 

This is a bad contract. This is not the Labor Party saying that; all the workers say it is a bad contract, whether 
they are from United Voice, the Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union or the AMA. It is a seriously flawed 
contract; survey after survey of the workers in the hospital show that it is a bad contract. There is no 
transparency. There is basically no certainty that we are getting what we paid for. It is a contract that the minister 
rushed into because of his ideology. It is a massive problem for this state. If the government does not sit down 
and do the work, the problems will get worse. 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Division 
Ayes (17) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts  
Ms J.M. Freeman Ms S.F. McGurk Ms R. Saffioti  
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr M.P. Murray Mr C.J. Tallentire  

Noes (32) 

Mr P. Abetz Ms M.J. Davies Mr C.D. Hatton Mr N.W. Morton 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.P. Jacob Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr C.J. Barnett Ms W.M. Duncan Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr J. Norberger 
Mr I.C. Blayney Ms E. Evangel Mr R.S. Love Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr J.M. Francis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr J.E. McGrath Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr V.A. Catania Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 

            
Pairs 

 Mr B.S. Wyatt Mr B.J. Grylls 
 Ms J. Farrer Dr M.D. Nahan 
 Mr P.B. Watson Dr G.G. Jacobs 
 Mr J.R. Quigley Ms L. Mettam 
Question thus negatived.  
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